


 

A columbarium is a bronze vault 
with spaces (niches) for cremated 
remains. Since ancient times, 
Christians have buried their         
families in the churchyard,           
symbolizing the continuum of faith 
from birth to death and baptism to 
burial. 

Columbarium is the Latin word for 
dovecote: the dwelling place of 
Columba, the dove; the name was 
derived from a fancied                
resemblance between the burial 
niches and the nest boxes (pigeon 
holes) provided for the                              
domesticated doves symbolizing 
the Holy Spirit. The columbarium is 
located on the south side of First                
Presbyterian’s churchyard in the 
Memorial Garden, a quiet setting 
that is appropriate for reflection 
and prayer.  

The Memorial Garden may also be 
used for small weddings, prayer 
services and gatherings. 

Who is eligible for inurnment? 
Inurnment in the columbarium is available 
to currently active members, their spouses, 
parents, children, and siblings as well as to 
formerly active members who have trans-
ferred. Former ministers and their families 
are also eligible for inurnment in the  
columbarium. Other individuals may be     
approved for inurnment by the Session.                     
 

What are the fees? 
The columbarium is intended as a service to 
those who meet eligibility requirements. 
The cost is $500.00 per niche. The cost of 
the liner and the engraving on the bronze 
plate is included; the plate is inscribed with 
name and dates of birth and death.                      
 
How can I reserve a niche in the           
Memorial Garden - Columbarium? 
Call the church office for an appointment to 
visit the columbarium, select a suitable 
niche and pick up an informational packet. 
The Application for Reservation should be 
completed and returned to the church      
office. A niche will be considered to be     
reserved after payment is made in full.   
Payment plans may be made available with 
a required minimum of $200.00 as a deposit. 
Payment in full is due three months from 
date of application. Niche assignment will 
be made upon payment in full.                   
A Certificate of Ownership will be issued at 
this time.  

What is a Columbarium? 
What happens to the cremains if the 
Church moves or ceases to exist?  

In the event the Church should 
relocate, every effort will be made to 
move the Columbarium to the new 
church. Should the church cease to 
exist, disposition of the cremains will 
be determined in consultation with 
the next of kin. In the event of no 
available next of kin, disposition will 
be at the sole discretion of the 
Session. The entire unit could also be 
moved to a cemetery.  

Where are columbarium records 
kept? 

A memorial book and niche diagram 
are maintained by the church office 
bearing names, dates of birth and 
death as well the date of inurnment.   

 

Detailed drawling of one columbarium module 
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