
ORDER OF WORSHIP  

1st Sunday of Advent  

November 30, 2025 

10:30AM 

 

PRELUDE                  Elevation on a Christmas Carol     Alexandre Guilmant 

                 Mary Jo Cox, organ      

 

WORDS OF GREETING         

 One:  Wake up; wake up! The day of God is near. 

 All: We do not know the hour, 

  so we will live like the time 

  is here and now. 

  God is here, now!  

 

WELCOME  

 

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES           Mary Lu Yardley 

 (Remain seated during the Lighting of the Advent Wreath) 

 

   “Of the Father’s Love”                   Joel Raney 
 

Choir:  

   Of the Father’s love begotten, 

   ere the world began to be, 

   he is Alpha and Omega, 

   he the source, the ending he.  

 

Choir and Congregation: Please Remain Seated.              

 
 

 

Responsive Litany: Wonderful Counselor                     

  One: During Advent, we wait for the one promised in scripture. 

  All: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor. 

  One: We wait for the one who will bring answers  



to a world filled with questions. 

  All: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor.  

  One: We wait for the one who can heal what has been  

wounded and mend what has been broken. 

  All: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor. 

  One: We wait for the one who can renew our weary spirits and  

   ignite our hearts with hope. 

  All: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor.  

 

 

Candle Lighting:  

One: Today we light the first candle—the candle of hope—reminding us that 

Jesus was sent not only to be our Savior, but also to be our Wonderful 

Counselor; the one who hears our prayers with compassion, and who 

offers guidance when we seek it. As we begin the season of Advent, we 

remember that our rest can be found in God, and through the gift of God’s 

son our hope is forever restored.  

 

 Choir:   Let the heights of heaven adore him; 

   angel hosts his praises sing:  

powers, dominions, bow before him, 

and extol our God and King. 

 

 Choir and Congregation:     

   Emmanuel, Emmanuel, ever more 

and ever more, Emmanuel. 

 

 Choir:  Ever more and ever more, Emmanuel.  

    

Unison Prayer:               

All: Gracious Lord, we thank you for your promises and for coming to 

earth as our Wonderful Counselor. As we begin our Advent journey, 

help us to know the abiding hope that comes from knowing that you 

will keep your promises to us. May we radiate that hope in everything 

we say and do. We pray this in the name of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

*HYMN No. 88                                O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1,4,6,7) 
           

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

(Silent Confession) 

 

*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, we are steeped in a world of violence. War is one of the first things we learn, 

and we let it work its way into our lives. Your promises of peace sound like impossible 

dreams, and we become accustomed to cruelty. Forgive us. Wrest our weapons from our 

hands, and show us how beautiful life can be when you forge them into instruments of 

peace. Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                           



 

*RESPONSE No. 121                   O Little Town of Bethlehem                                   (v.4)                  

O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin and enter in; 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us; abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

CHILDREN’S OFFERING; BLESSING      

 Congregation:  May the Lord go with you as you  

worship and learn together. 

 Children:       May the Lord be with you as you  

worship here. 

 Congregation:  Go in peace. 

 Children:       We go in peace. Amen. 
During the response to the Passing of the Peace, newborns through 5th grade are invited to come 

forward to the chancel steps for the blessing. After the blessing, they will be dismissed to the Nursery and 

to the Children's Worship Center in the lower level for the Children and Worship time. Please pick up 

your child from the Nursery or Worship Center when they have finished their time of worship. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

      

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 

 Psalm 122                 

Amen. Amen.  

 

ANTHEM       Keep Your Lamps!    Arr. Andre Thomas 

            

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING 

 Matthew 23: 36-44 

   The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God.              

REFLECTION              "A Season of Staying Awake and Being Watchful"            Andrew Miller  

Question of the day: Where is God in the world today? 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and life everlasting. Amen. 

(The word “catholic” in the Apostles’ Creed means the universal church that comprises 

all believers in all times and places.) 

 

 



*HYMN No. 102  Savior of the Nations, Come  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(If you have a prayer of concern or joy, please text 989-954-3297.) 

 

MORNING PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; Thy 

will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen.  

 

*HYMN No. 104                   O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

              

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  While We Are Waiting, Come     Don Cason 

 

* POSTLUDE   Herr Christ der einig Gottes Sohn         Johann Krieger  

 

*NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS, SO GO IN PEACE AND SERVE THE LORD  

 

Notes: 

 

*Stand in body and spirit.  

         

Worship Leaders: Mary Jo Cox; Mary Lu Yardley; The Chancel Choir; Andrew Miller  

 

Gil and Elinor Rau Choral Scholars: Liam Cox, Lexi Galliers, Lauren Geates, Lorelei Wilburn, 

Oliver Gottbreht 

 

Following worship there will be a time of fellowship in the Witherspoon Room.  

 

The Prayers and Concern of the Congregation are extended to:   

Marilyn Bidwell, Michael Espinoza, Steve Shugert, William Richardson, Mary Jo Cox, Nancy 

Wilson, Dyke Heinze, Andy Loubert (Pete and John Loubert’s brother), Patty Vanorden (Bill 

Wilson’s friend), John Daniels, Jean Winther, Jennifer Miller Sheffield (Andrew Miller’s sister), 

Kolton Hutson, J T Schmitt (Barb Lindley’s son-in-law), Nick Baker, Mike McNabb, Scott 

Campbell (Andrew& Martha Miller’s friend), Betty Gempel, David & Flynn Gray, Lois Miller, 

Jaime Love (brother of Kevin Love), Louisa Ellis (Jeff & Cam Ellis granddaughter), Suzanne 

Hand, Charles Loubert, Verna Russell, Sarah Gilbert, Joyce McNabb, Lavona Osborne. Cathy 

Chang and Noah Lapp, Vowles Elementary, First Presbyterian, Lapeer, MI, Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church of Costa Rica and Alma College. 

 

 

 

Offering 

If you are joining us for worship in-person and would like to give an offering, please place your 

offering in an offering plate. You can also give your pledge, per capita payment, or offering by 

mailing it to the church office: First Presbyterian Church, 1250 Watson Road, Mt. Pleasant, 

48858. You can also give an offering by going to the church’s website, www@fpcmp.org and hit 

the “Give Now” button or use the QR Code, 

mailto:www@fpcmp.org


 

                                                             
 

Children and Worship 

 

All children are welcome and loved at First Presbyterian! All children from newborns through 

fifth grade begin in the Sanctuary for worship with their families. Infant through three years old 

will be dismissed to the nursery and Pre-K through 5th grade will be dismissed to go to the 

Worship Center for Children Worship with a blessing after the Passing of the Peace. Children are 

also welcome to stay in worship. On Communion Sundays, Children (usually the first Sunday of 

the month), children remain in worship.  

 

“Meeting our Neighbors Near and Far”  

 On Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 6:30PM Amanda Barker will come and share about the 

Tiny Home Project of Mt. Pleasant.  

 

Save the Date: 

 December 6, 4:30PM Christmas Parade Downtown Mt. Pleasant 

 December 14, 10:30AM Impromptu Christmas Pageant, Sanctuary 

 December 14, 4:00PM Classics @ the Presby, Sanctuary 

 December 16, Christmas Caroling to the homebound, 5:45PM, church parking lot 

 December 24, Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols/Candlelight Service, 7:15PM, Sanctuary 

 January 17, Red Cross Blood Drive, 9AM-2PM, Witherspoon Room 

 

Blood Drive 

 Saturday, January 17, 2026, from 9AM-2PM in the Witherspoon Room. Signups will 

come out later.  

 

Ways to Help with Food Donations through First Presbyterian Church 

 

1) In honor of Mr. Peanut Butter Hal Crawley, we ask that if you can purchase a 

case of peanut butter or an extra jar of peanut butter when you do your 

grocery shopping to share with the Food Pantry of Community Compassion 

Network. Drop the peanut butter off at the church and put it on the pew across 

from the Church Office. The peanut butter will be delivered to the Food 

Pantry once or twice a week. 

 

2) If you have extra food or would like to buy some extra food for the small 

white shelves across from the Women’s bathroom that would be wonderful. 

This food is shared with those in the community who come in for a gas card or 

need a little extra food until they can make it to their Food Pantry appointment 

or their next paycheck. Suggested food items: canned meats, mac n cheese, 

canned veggies/fruit and cereal. If you purchase canned goods, try to get the 

cans with a pull top. 

 



3) Students are asked to bring an extra snack or two for “Snack Time” during the 

school day at Vowles Elementary. Some families struggle to provide snacks. 

Would you please consider helping by bringing individual pre-package snacks 

and putting them in the yellow wagon in the Narthex? Approved snacks: 

Goldfish, Pretzels, Cheez Its, Veggie Straws, Granola Bars (any kind), 

Crackers- peanut butter or cheese, Teddy Grahams, Rice Krispie Treats, Fruit 

Snacks, Pudding cups Applesauce cups, Popcorn- indiv bags, Pringles- indiv 

cups/container 

 

4) Write a check out to FPC and in the Memo Line put Food Pantry. It will be 

sent to Community Compassion Network for the Food Pantry.  

 

 

If you have questions, please reach out to Pastor Andrew. 

 

The Season of Advent  

The word Advent means “coming” or “arrival”. The Season of Advent focuses on the 

celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the return 

of Christ the King, in his Second Advent. Advent is far more than a 2,000-year-old historical 

event.  It is a time of celebrating the truth about God, the revelation of God in Christ whereby all 

of creation might be reconciled to God. Therefore, Advent is a season of celebration, 

anticipation, preparation, and waiting. 

 The liturgical color for Advent is purple or blue. 

 


